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‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, todoctrine.’ 


A’ SZRMON, 
, BY'L. & EVERETT, 
“ Lord save tis ;~-we perish !"——-Matthew viii. 25. 
There are very few incidents connected with 
our Saviour’s life better calculated for moral 
and religious improvement, than that which is 
expressed by words connected with those just 
read. We are informed, that, on a certain 
time our Saviour visited Capernaum, where 
he performed many wonderful works. At 
length he visited the house of Péteryiwhose 
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one or two points of doctrine involved inthe ‘YI 
text, we will undertake to show the moral ap- 
plication of it to our own condition as men. ~ 7 
We findin this text a prayér, or petition to 
Christ, for S@leation. The prayer, it is true, 
is short ; but the peculiar circumstances undér_ ~~ 
which it was uttered, forbid a doubt as to its 
sinceri There appears to be nothing like 
affe or hypocrisy in it; nor can we fe 
sonably presume thatit was uttered with any 
desire to receive @ se from men. * It was’ 
the offering up of am ardent desire for deliver- 
ance ; a desire to be rescued from thé of 
death!. And what is peculiar im 
tion, is the fact that the petiti e 
spaired)of obtaining deliv from @ 
grave by their own exertions,’ They had tri 
every mean within their power to save the 
ship, but at fast gave up all ho errigs 
and repaired to Christ,-awoke him and utter- 
ed their request. Here was no jatring of in- 
terests, no contention about names “and, sects, 








| and no desire to be distinguished frém other 


men; but all with one eomsent united their 


wife’s mother was, sick with a fevers After | “ Lord, sape us; Wi a 


having touched her hand and restored her to 
health, he cured many who were afflicted with 
the worst of all disorders, namely, that of being 
possessed of demons. Ali this was done that 
the prophecy might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Isaiah, which declared of the pro- 
mised Messiah, that he should take our infir- 
mitieés, and bearoursicknesses. Seeing that 
tere was a great multitude of peopie collected 
at that place, he directed his disciples to depart 
with him to the other side of the water into the 
country of the Gergesenes. . After he had en- 
tered-into the ship his disciples followed him. 
And, behold, there arose a great tempest in 
the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered 
with the waves: but he was asleep. And his 
disciples came to him and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us ; we perish! He gently rebuked 
them for a want of faith,—issd@ed his instruc- 


tions to the boisterous elements, and there was” 


®great calm! The men marvelled at his pow- 
er, admired his kindness, and doubtless rejoi- 
ced at their deliverance. 

This is the brief history of these circum- 
stances which elicited the devout aspifations 
of the. disciples of Christ, which have been 
selected for our consideration at this time ; and 


more worthy of notice, is the entite confidence 
with which they repaired to Christ. Their dis 
appointment in the use of allother aneans ap- 
peared net to have di them so fer 
to occasion atiy distrust as to the ability af 
Christ to do what they desired ; but, although 
this was their last_ resort, yet they appeared 
willing to trust their all in the hands of him 
who was mighty to save. . 

But it is worthy of remark, that evén those 
disciples, who had witnessed the marvellous 
displays of a Saviour’s powerjinever repaired 
to Christ for help they had exhausted 
their ewn strength in trying to save themselves. 
Every thing that promised relief was done 
that could be done, Each sail was di o 
to the best advan ; each rope was e 
so. ite plot's aaa eames ; the 
helm was carefully managed; was 
upon the look-out; and each foan wave | 
was observed with care andvencé with “" 
skill! But all this did not-answer. tot- 
tering vesscl was alternately'plunged into the 
yawning abyss and driven with fury to the 
of foaming billows, as it to conten: 
against the fearful odds of the g elements!” 
Hence, their last resort was Christ. The winds 











after we have attended, for one moment, to 


and waves continued to rage, and they, for 
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# these reasons, exclaimed, “ Save, Lord; we 
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perish P? 

. Onething more, and we may proceed. The 
word 6 perish,” is used in the text to denote 
the distressed condition of those who applied 
to Christ for help. They apprehended that a 
watery grave awaited ihem. “The horrours of 
their condition cannot be-described. 
they were possessed of much faith ; and.their 
confidence in God and his Son, was strong and 


Tis true | 


| 


| 


comparatively pure ;—but to die under such | 


circumstances was truly awful. 


No friendly 4 


hand was near to smoothe their dying pillow— | 


no child was there to drop the tear of affection 


—no mother could lean over their couch to an- | 
| but, in compliance with nature’s first principle, 


i ipate their wants or supply them—no wife 
Could breathe the gentle sigh over her husband 
—and.no father could close their eyes or per- 
form over’ them the last offices of parental af- 
fection :—but all before them was gloom, and 
wretchedness, and abjectmisery! ‘True, they 
looked beyond these scenes of tempestuous 
life and agonizing death, to those bright and 
blissful regions beyond the grave ; but O, that 
some less dréadful death might await them! 
How hard ‘to die in this condition! _O, the 
value of friends and relatives—how hard to be 
deprived of their society in the hour of disso- 
lution !—Save Lord,—we perish! Interpose 
between us and an awful death—ezxert thy saving 
energies and we shall be saved—withhold thy 
hand and we die ! 


Let not this flood of trouble | 


come upon us ; we have but just tasted of the | 
sweetest blessings of life ; thou hast taught us | 


to love our friends, our wives, our parents, our 
children, and even our enemies ; we desire to 


ives prolonged for a season, until we | 
have our liv longed f , until 


have convinced others of a Saviour’s love, and 
of the inutility of hatred; and then, let us die 
in peace—we ask no more. 

These and similar feelings doubtless perva- 
ded their hearts, and desires similar to those 
thus feebly expressed were originated by those 
feelings. Hence, the burden of their petition, 
was simply, to be delivered from an awful 
death ; and hence, too, the perishing condi- 
tion in which they actually were at that time, 
was that, from which they hoped to escape.— 
This history of our subject, together with the 
primary application of it, will afford a moral 
which cannot fail to interest every heart ; and 
if rightly understood and judiciously applied, 
will afford that kind of instruction which all 
need, and, I hope, all desire to' receive. 

The first thing to be hoticed, is the cireum- 
stance which led them, ultimately, to address 
Christ in the language of the text. 

It may all be expressed in one word: They 
had a proper sense of their entire helplessness 
and their dependence on Christ for deliver- 
ance, They, like other men, had recourse to 
‘every mean within their reach, before they 
consented to repair tothe captain of their sal- 
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if not forgotten, till every hope of salvation 
from death and destruction (predicated on hu- 
man exettion) had been destroyed. If they 
reilected at all.on the subject, they must have 
concluded, thet their divine Master had the 
ability and inclination to afford them every de. 
sired blessing. They had seen his acts of 
mercy and kindness-—had witnessed his won- 
derful works—and had, themselves, in a par- 
ticular manner, more than once, tasted of his 
temporal and spiritual bounty. They knew he 
was near them. They had heard the prophet- 
ick assurance, (since versified by some poet,) 

“ Those wakeful eyes, that never sleep, 

Shall Israel kcep when dangers rise ;"— 


(a desire to help themselves,) they neglected 
to call on him, who is ever mighty and willing 
to save, until, by sad experience, they found 
themselves_“‘ without hope and without God 
in the world.” This led them to Christ. We 
can easily conceive of their distress. They 
had tiled incessantly to save themselves,— 
Each nerve had been strained—each mind had 
been deeply agitated—every faculty had been 
exerted both of mind and body ; until, at length, 
overcome by fatigue, discouraged by a want 
of success, and disheartened and appalled by 
the gloomy prospect before them, they aban- 
doned, with one consent, their fruitless and 
unavailing labour, threw aside the implements 
of their profession, repaired to Christ, and with 
despair depicted on each countenance offered 
up to him, who only could save them, the 
humble, ardent, and contrite request which is 
the theme of our present subject! Ah!- how 
unavailing and inefficient are the exertions of 
mortals, when directed against a war of elements 


| or the frowns of Omnipotence! Great God !— 








vation. He was suflered to sleep, neglected, 


How presumptuous are thy children ! 

A few important reflections are suggested by 
the circumstance just related. 

First :—The condition of those men of old, 
is similar to that of all mankind as relates to 
their connexion with Christ and their liability 
to neglect him until every other means of de- 
liverance has been tried and found unavailing. 
Look abroad into the world. How few do we 
find, who are willing to submit uncondition- 
ally to Christ !—Unconditionally did I say?— 
Ah yes! ‘O,” says the fearful sinner, “ Je- 
sus, the Son of God and high priest of our pro- 
fession, was commissioned by the Father, on 
the bright morning of creation, to descend, on 
pinions of everlasting love, to this dark world 
of sin, sorrow and death; merry, in radiant 
beams of glory, shone from his countenance ;-— 
compassion beamed from his eye ; the tear of 
pity bedewed his cheek ; and uhborn—ne, 
heaven-born benevolence was exhibited in every 
action of his short but glorious life, and in his 
painful but triumphant death! But, O, the ter- 
rours of his coming !—Justice—vitdietive Jus- 
tice, demands my ruin! Wrath, vengeance, 
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and implacable indignation threaten my life, 
and demand my endless distress! Hell gapes 
wide to receive my trembling spirit; and un- 
less something is done to quell the storm, 
eternal despair is my portion! Something 
must be done, and I must doit, or 1 -am eter- 
nally ost! Zam a moral agent,—hell is be- 
hind me—heaven is before me, and the means 
of escape from the one, and entrance into the 
ether are within my reach! I must work or 
die!” Hold—presumptuous sinner! Out of 
thine own mouth will | condemn thee. 

Have we not just said, that he, who had 
power to still the tempest, caine down from 
heaYen into our world? Who sent him here, 
and for what purpose did he come? Let him 
vindicate his own character. ‘* He that re- 
ceiveth you—receiveth me, and he that re- 
ceiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.”— | 
Again: “Say ye of him, whom the Father | 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world, ‘thou 
blasphemest ;’ because I said, | am the Son 
of God?’ Again: * Unto you first, God hav- 
ing raised up his Son, sent him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from his ini- | 
quities.” See Acts iii. 26. From this we 
learn, that Almighty God sent his Son into 
the world ; and we next inquire for what pur- 








pose did he come? See Matt x. 40. He 
caine to seek and to save the lost! He came | 
to save sinners, such as ‘ourselves. And in | 


this he only complied with the ‘will of him 
that sent him.” See John iv. 34, and vi. 40. 

What glorious truths are these! And how 
undeniable! A devil wowld not deny them. 
But what follows? A truth as eternal as God! 
God never would have sent his Son on this 
divine errand, if sinners were objects of ha- 
tred. He never would have commissioned his 
Son to have come into our world--angels to 
proclaim it, and believing saints to rejoice at 
his advent, had. it not been determined, that 
the unnumbered millions of suffering intelli- 
gences, who were lost in sin, should eventu- 
ally be gathered together in him. God be prai 
sed~—glory to his Son—thanks to the Spirit of 
uncreated Love which formed the plan—grace, 
Grace to him who brought forth the top-stone 
of a world’s Salvation ! ! 

Who can hear the divine declaration—* the 
Father loveth the Son and hath given all things 
into his hands,” without feeling the most graie- 
ful emotions of love, gratitude and joy? And 
who can hear the soul-stirring voice from hea- 
ven, saying, This is my beloved Son in whom 
Iam well pleased—or the solemn assevera- 
tion that all shall be subdued to Christ—at last 
to God, reconciled by tle blood of the Cross, 
changed in the twinkling of an eye to a state 
of spiritual glory and incorruptibility, without 
feeling the heavenly impulse, and crying glo- 
ry—** glory to God in the highest, on earth 


But here comes this doubting sinner again 
with tears of sorrow in his eye, and anguish 
in his heartt! “ O,” says he, “if TF ecould be- 
lieve that the love of God, the power and 
benevolence of his Son, the energies of his 
holy spirit were sufficient for my own anda 
world’s salvation, [ would—what? Would 
you go on and sin forever? No, your hearts, 
my respected hearers, bear me witness, that 
could you but obtain that blessed hope, you 


would rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory! Yes, then too, you would go to Christ, 


and fling yourselves unconditionally into his 
arms! ‘Then your ropes and canvass would 
surely be handled with different motives :— 
you would then be obedient to your, Master, 
your Captain, and your God; and ifstead of 
taking the dead in matters of great conse- 
quence, you would devoutly say, Lord Jesus, 
thou art my Redeemer, I will follow Tues. 
But we have already anticipated another 
particul.r which deserves notice. 

Although under circumstances like those 
just mentioned, every sinner beholds an infi- 
nite fullness in the store hous@ of grace, yet 
he alsoinds the true efficacy of works. He 
discovers, that although his divine Master is 
able and willing to effect the deliverance from 
death, sin and pain of a world lying in wick- 
edness, yet, that works are essential, 

It is necessary for each :sinner to go to 
Christ—to be up and doing—to go to him for: 
instruction, for comfort, fer salvation! But 
there is a wide difference between going to 
Christ for deliverance, and trying to purchase 
it at a stipulated price: There is a great ¢on- 
trast beiween those exertions of the creature 
which are produced by a desire to merit hea- 
ven, and those which are produced by a due 
sense of the love of God and the eterna! fal- 
ness of his salvation: In a word, theré is a 
difference between going before and following 
after! We are exhorted tc follow Christ, in 
sincerity ; which implies that we should not 
take the reigns into our own hands. A willing 
obedience is also required of us all, and a 
forced compliance with any law cannot be con- 
sidered meritorious. 

It is of great consequence to every Christ- 
ian fully to understand this subject. He should 
be fully persuaded in his own mind, both of 
the fullness of Grace in Jesus Christ and the 
necessity of works of righteousness. 

For example: we are commanded to love 
the Lord our God with our whole heart, and to 
do this willingly. Now, if we undertake'to 
do thus, and are led so to do by fear of his 
vengeance, we commit a dreadful sin. For in 
a case like this, the burden of our song is, that 
we are compelled to do thus; whereas were it 
not for the dread of hell we would not do it,— 
and for this reason, because we cannot disco 





peace,” &c. 





| ver any thing in God, while reflecting upon 



















496 
his dreadful anger, which, of itself, is lovely. 
Hence we add Aypocrisy, of the very worst 
kind, even hypocrisy before the Searcher of 
albhearts, to the sin of unbelief in the bright- 
est evidences, and most glorious promises of 
aloving God! This will serve to elucidate 
our general subject. 
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the heart. We should go to Christ, the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation; Jet him lead us on by 
his precepts—copy his examples—imitate hig 


| kindness, his love, and charity, and repose 


in the arms of a compassionate Redeemer, 
In doing thus we shall reap a great reward; 


| even that of conscious security while we live, 


We are required to work-out our own salva- | 


tion, and if the command be just, we have 
the ability to comply. But this command is 
connected with ‘the declaration that 
worketh in us to will and to do of his owngood 
pleasure.” Every Christian, then, as a follow- 


| the grave when we die. 


‘© God | 


and a sweet deliverance from death, sin, and 
In this way we might 
spend our short and uncertain lives with joy, 
and our present, and last days would be days 


| of peace. 


er of Christ, is under obligation to work—to | 
work out his own present salvation by acts of | 


righteousness; but he is not bound to work, 
believing that his eternal salvation rests upon 
his exertions; for he should constantly bear 


| destruction. 


ImprovemENT.—Brethren and friends :-~ 
The troubles, and trials, and temptations of 
this tempestuous world frequently threatemour 
The winds and waves, ina me- 


| taphorical sense, often beat upon us with fury, 


in mind, that the Authour and Finisher of | 
his faith, is also the Finisher of that glorious 
| forget our Saviour and deny the Lord that 


plan of redemption, which secures his own, 
and the salvation of a world of sinners! 

But here comes up an objection. It may 
be said, that there is, in this case, but little, 
if any, encouragement to the sinner for living 
aholy, active, aud useful life. Why so? Be- 
cause, (it is replied,) this doctrine destroys 
the hope of eternal blessedness as a reward 
for keeping the commands of God. This would 
indeed be a hard matter, if there was no re- 


ward for well doing beside that of eternal sal- | 


vation. Bat isitsv? Isay NO. There is 


a sufficient reward for keeping the command-| 


; 
| 
' 


} 
\ 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
1 


ments in so doing, which consists in the spe- | 


cial salvation of the believer; and there is also 


| 


a sufficient punishment for a non-compliance | 
with duty, which consists in that damnation | 


which attends unbelief and sin; and hence 


we infer the necessity of works, notwithstand- | 


ing there is a fulness of Grace displayed and 
insured in the planof Redemption. 


and the gulph of perdition and destruction 
appears sometimes to be open before us; and 
how is it with ourselves? Are we disposed to 


bought us, by saying that his love and power 
are not sufficient for our’ necessities? Do we 
deny the efficacy of his grace, and prefer to 
lean our hopes on personal holiness? Do we 
presume to say in our hearts that without our 
co-operation, the salvation.of our souls from 
sin, in eternity will never be effected? Or do 
we resign ourselves and all that we have into 
the hands of a merciful Saviour, believing that 
all shall be made willing in the day of his 
power? And do we, (if any are so happy as 
to have. tasted the good word of God,) do we, 
I say, discover the great responsibility under 
which we are placed by the out-pourings of 
God’s love upon a guilty world? * How high, 
how broad, how deep are the counsels of be- 
nevolence! How feeble and impotent—how 
despicable and helpless is man! Away, then, 


| with our own strength—help Lord Jesus—we 


This view of the subject takes away the | 
difficulties which have generally attended the 


labours-of ministers who have undertaken to 


show the necessity of works and the absolute | 


salvation of some by grace. They have gone 
. to work on the supposition that sin is not pun- 


ished nor virtue rewarded in this life, and have } 
been troubled to find out a plan to effect the | 
salvation of some by grace exclusively, and at | 
the same time to show the necessity of works, | 


and the reward of righteousness. Let us only 
bear in mind, then, that the power, goodness, 
love, and mercy of God ‘as manifested in 
Christ, are sufficient to warrant the utmost 


confidence in his ability and inclination to | 


save to the uttermost, and that a belief in | 
this truth will effect (together with the proper 
fruits of such faith) our present salvation from 





fear and sin, and every difficulty vanishes 
away, and the scriptures are harmonized. 
This appears to be the moral of our subject. | 
} We should have faith—and our faith should not 
be dead, but should work by love and purify 


| perish-—withhold thy hand, and we die! 


AMEN. 





ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE ESSAYEST, NO. 6. 

One of the great defects among theologians 
now, as it was formerly among philosophers, 
is the using of words'without the conveying of 
any distinet idea. One can scarcely read a 
book on divinity, that does not lead him into 
the mazes of unintelligibility, or occupy his 
attention with mere sound without sense. In 
works written professedly for amusement, if 
the sound be agreeable the objection may pass 
without any severity of censure ; but in those 
designed to instruct, it is certainly a yery great 
imperfection. 

Men sit down to write often with no other 


| qualification for the task, than that of merely 


making a book, that may be respected for its 
size. Havingjno definite ideas themselves, it 
is notto be expected that they will communi- 
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éate any to their readers. Henee it is, that we 
may read hundreds of volumes and remain as 
ignorant as we commenced. There are many 


writers who have almost inundated the literary | 


world, of whom we can say little more, than 


| 
| 
| 


that they have collected a great variety of | 


words and put them together in such a manner 
that they may mean any thing or rothing.— 
There are readers, too, whos¢ mouths are full 
of quotations, who have a certain number of 
phrases, which they mistake for ideas, and 
vainly imagine, because they can repeat them 
with a good deal of facility, that they are quite 
well informed. 

These remarks are so evidently truc, that 
none who have accustomed themselves to re- 
flect on the subject, will need any arguments 
to induce them to acknowledge their force. I 
shall, however, illustrate them by some few ex- 
amples selected from the many | might ad- 
duce. 

There is one phrase frequently met with in 
theological books, and as frequently heard 
from the mouths of those who think they know 
something about that great Being, who, though 
invisible, yet manifests himself in the govern- 
ment of the world and the bounteous provis- 
ion he makes for all his sentient creation. 

This phrase is the “ Glory of God.” 


I do 


not say that this phrase is susceptible of no de- | 


finite meaning ; but I do say that those who 


most frequently use it, have no distinct idea | 


of its import, and they, in general, qarow it | 
| 
out as an apology for the absence of an argu- 


ment or the want of thought. ‘To me this ap- 
pears evident from the manner in which the 
phrase is applied. ‘ God,” itis said, “ always 
seeks his own glory, and his administration is 
so ordered that it will promote his highest glo- 
ry. God will be as much glorified in the end- 
less damnation of sinners, as he will be in the 
endless felicity of the elect.” Now let any 
one examine these expressions, and what idea 
does he obtain? Surely, if any, one at which 
those who use them would be alarmed. 

Take the first—“‘ God always seeks his own 
glory.’—Surely if there be a selfish man on 
carth, he is one who is. continually labouring 
for the acquisition of glory. Those who use 
this expression are decidedly of the opinion, 
that all sin consists in selfishness—in one’s la- 


bouring to promote his own interests, without | 


any regard to the welfare of others. And if 
it be said, that his own glory is the end which 


Deity every where proposes to himself, it can- | 
not be alledged that he regards the happiness | 


of his children any farther than such régard 


tends to produce the end he has in view, and 








as all his labours (if I may be allowed the ex- | 


pression) terminate in himself, he can be con- 
sidered in no other light than as a selfish being. 
If all sin consists in selfishness; and every be- 
ing is sinful in proportion as he is—selfish, the 


conclusion to be drawn respecting our heavenly | 


Father is such as would justly startle any one, 
however fond he might be of sayiig “ God 
always labours to promote his own glory.” 

It will not do to say, that the glory of God 
and the happiness of his creatures are the same, 
or are inseparably connected. This, though it 
be a fact, does not alter the case in the least ; 
for it must be conceded, that if the happiness 
of his creatures was opposed to his glory, they 
must be sacrificed to its augmentation. Now 
this does not represent Deity as promoting our 
happiness for its own sake, but that he may 
make himself more glorious; neither does he 
will our misery, but as he cannot make himself 
glorious without it, he does not scruple to send 
us to eternal woe. 

Should an earthly sovereign act upon such 
principles, we should not consider him wor- 
thy-a crawn, much less should we call him the 
father of his people. His character would be 


justly reprobated by every man of wholesome 


principles. But can any man apply, to the 
Heavenly Father, that character which he 
would detest if borne by a human being, or 
indeed, would he call such a character glori- 
ous? By no means. Hence I conelude that 
those who use this phraseology have not settled 
its meaning, and'consequently do not get any 
definite idea from it. 

Take the other expression—“ God will be 
as much glorified in the endless misery-of sir- 
ners, as he will in the salvation of the elect.” 
This is only a modification of the phrase which 
we have dismissed, and if it convey any idea 
at all, it supposes the happiness or misery of 
mankind, in itself considered, as a matter of 
perfect indifference to God; but as he finds it 
more for his glory to make some happy, than It 
would be to make all miserable, so he does it; 
and as it would not be sufficiently glorious to 
make all happy, he, for his glory, makes the 
rest miserahle. Now the sovereign who should 
sacrifice one half his subjects for his own glory 
would be looked upon as a monster in craelty, 
and it eannet be that these who say God has, 
‘“‘by adecree for the manifestation of his glory, 
predestinated some men and angels unto ever 
lasting life, and foreordained others unto ever- 
lasting death,” have any definite ideas of the 


| terms they tise ; for such a decree would make 


him any thing but glorious in the eyes of his 
intelligent creatures. If it be said, that our 
mode of judging among ourselves is improperly 
used when judging of God, or of what is glo- 
rious of inglorious in him,—I answet, we can 
reason only “from what we know,” and to ne- 
fer us to some unknown method of determina- 
tion, is only to confess our ignorance, and to 
build our hypothesis upon something that is 
unknown, when it bears_no- analogy to any 
thing known, is to betray disposition that 
should ever be branded with disgrace. 

course of conduct which would degrade a lg. 


man being, ¢annot, with the least shisdow of 
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reason, be supposed to exalt the character of 
the Deity when attributed tohim. OO. A. B. 
aa 
For tae Gosprr ADVOCATE 
REPLY TO “STEPHEN.” 

Mr. Epitor:—When I wrote the article 
of which Stephen has submitted an examina- 
tion, I not only expected, but desired, that any 
errours which might be perceived, should be 
oo. out to the publick. But I did also 

ope, that any such attempt would bear on its 
aspect, the evidence of close investigation and 
the testimony of scripture. For, in examin- 
ing the sentiments of any writer, especially 
when we mean to finish the whole at once, 
and give no notice of a continuation, we should 
be careful not only to give a full and fair state- 
ment of them, but also, to state and defend our 
own in as clear a manner as possible. 

Stephen’s “‘ Examination” of my “ Review” 
is not of the above character. He gives no- 
tice in his advertisement, that he is about to 
commence an attack upon “ the doctrine of free 
agency ;”” and any reader would infer from his 
expression, who had not seen the Review, that 
I had advocated the doctrine he attacks. But 
is it likely that any one besides Stephen, has 
discovered this sentiment in my article ? 
it is there, I think I should have seen and cor- 


reeted_it myself. But although I hold to and 


defend the doctrine of moral agency, that of 


Sree agency I have not believed for many years, 


nor do I believe it now. Stephen’s work, 
therefore, is not yet begun. 

Stephen says, “ Although R. seems to have 
conducted his ‘Review’ with much candour 
and sincerity, and although it will appear to 
the superficial investigator, to be conclusive, 
yet on close examination, I think it will be 
seen,” &c. How fast Siephen’s capacity must 
have ripened after writing his advertisement. 
He there says, ‘I am disposed to do what lit- 
tle my weak and inexperienced capacity is capa- 
ble.” He is not a “ superficial investigator,” 
for, to such, he admits the review may be con- 
clusive ; but to him it is not satisfactory. Hence 
he must be a close examiner. I do not notice 
‘this by way of trifling, nor to disturb the feel- 
ings and future investigations of Stephen ; but 
to show him, that his confession in his adver- 
tisement seems to contain more truth than he 
“designed it should. 
« Instead of contending for the “doctrine of 
free agency,”’ I have said, in my third para- 
graph, “I will not pretend to say, that there 
is any difference as to the certainty of events, be- 
tween allowitig that, the divine Being knew 
from eternity, every one that shall or will take 
place, and the opinion, that he has absolutely 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.””. But 
as then, so now, “I think there is a difference 
Aetween knowing an event, and making that 


“event a part of a design or determination.” And | 


| Thave yet to be convinced that I failed in 


showing such a difference. Stephen got the 
impression, that the sentiment contained in the 
“ Review” was Armenian, and as such exam- 
ined it. But truly he could not have derived 
the notion from any thing which I have there 
said ;~<but from what he expected to find 
stated, from the mistaken opinion he had form. 
ed of my sentiments. This opinion arose from 
another mistaken opinion, that the doctrine 
which asserts a difference between foreknow- 
ledge and design, must necessarily-be Arme- 
nian. 

But Stephen admits the fact, that I ‘have 
proposed to prove. In the Review I have said, 
“The object of this inquiry is to ascertain if 
there be a difference between foreknowing and 
determining events.”” Now I have not said in 





relation to whom this difference exists, whether 
to God or man, particularly in the statement 
of my object. But I endeavoured to find a dif- 
ference between these subjects among beings 
placed in circumstances to be capable of know- 
| ing and designing ; and Stephen says, “ Asit 
| respects the subjects of knowledge and design, 
| when applied to finite man, I think there isa 
| difference.” Very well. The doctrine then is 
admitted to be true ; and now for the applica- 
| tion. 

1.. Ihave applied it to man, and Stephen 
| allows the application just. Here, let it be 
| noticed, that I have adduced certain instances 

concerning which man’s foreknowledge is as 
| perfect as the laws of nature are invariable; 
| and as I know the fact that I exist as well as 
| it cen be known by any being, I considered it 
lawful to extend it to a higher capacity, in the 
| same sense, at least in this respect, although 
| a8 I before admitted, ‘* the cases are not per 


| fectly parallel.” 

2. [applied it to Deity, and in both cases! 
applied it respecting subjects that were per- 
fectly well known—in the first, Iwas not mis- 
taken, and, in the second, I could not be. 

Should Stephen write again, it is hoped he 
will account for some of his statements noticed 
above ; and when he examines the Review in 
the light of the sentiment there fully expressed, 
he shall receive all due attention from 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
(Continued from page 187,) 

Having presented the reader with several 
quotations from the writings of Calvin and his 
adherents respecting the character of their 
God, and the tendency of such doctrines if 
believed, we now turn our attention to the 
God of the Armenian. 

By Armenian we do not mean the Metho- 
dist alone, but all those different sects or names 
who deny the doctrines of Universalists, and 








of Calvinists. The Calvinist, who is strictly 
so, maintains that his God will work all things 





after the counsel of his own will; but that his 
will and glory consists as much in. the exist- 
ence and eternal perpetuation of sin and .mise- 
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| 
| 


ry, as it does in a certain something which | 
| only permits it; this is something better. But 


rejoices in that sin-and misery, which they 
term holiness and happiness. 


The Universal- | 


ist maintains that God worketh all things after | 


the counsel of his own will; that his will is, 
though he suffer sin and misery to exist for a 
season, yet that his grace shall much more 


abound ; that the holiness and happiness which | 


he condescends to confer upon his children 
will infinitely outweigh every affliction they 
endore. The God of the Armenian does not 
work all things after the counsel of his own 
will. He is, therefore, impotent or indiffer- 
ent, or he is disappointed. To say he never 
willed or desired the endless misery of any of 
his children, and then admit that some of his 
children will suffer endiess misery, is to admit 





nian says no, notso, for Calvin’s God not only 
makes his creatures forever miserable, but ac- 


| tually designed them for that purpose; but our 


God does not design their endless misery ; he 
if he positively knew that the creation of some 
would eventuate in their endless damnation, 
we see no great exhibition of mercy in creating 
them; nay, such an act was as cruel as the 
Moloch of Calvin in designing the thing; and 
if he did not know the result—if he didnot 
know that the creating them must eventuate in 
that misery, then he is not Omniscient. Again, 


| if he acted without a design, he mastshave 


been a very indifferent being truly.’ If he act- 
ed with a design, and this design be not ac- 
complished, then surely he is not almighty.— 
If this design is good—if this design was the 


| holiness and happiness of all his creatures, and 


that he is disappointed, that all things came by | 


chance, begin by chance, and end in the same 
manner. 

We have already said, that among the vari- 
ous denominations, there are but three which 
actually differ from each other, viz. Calvinist- 
ick, Armenian and Universalist; that among 


if some unforeseen contingency shalt hinder 
the accomplishment of this design, then sure- 
ly he must be either deficient in wisdom or 
power. Sucha being mustbe either impotent, 


| ignorant, or indifferent, therefore, he is not 
| worthy to be called the Supreme Being, or 


all mankind there was no exception unless it | 
. ° } 
be the Atheist ; but if we haye reasoned cor- | 


rectly, why not include this class with the 
Armenian ? and if we have not reasoned cor- 
rectly we should like to be informed wherein. 


| signof tormenting them forever. 


We are aware that the Armenian does not like | 
| not blind their eyes, and harden their hearts, 


to admit that his God wills, desires or designs 
the endless torments of any of his children ; 
neither is he willing to admit that he is disap- 
pointed or frustrated. 
other conclusion ? and why not adopt the lan- 
guage of Toplady where he says, “the that 
made all things, either directs all things he 
has made, or has consigned them over to 
‘chance ; but what is chance ? a name for no- 
thing: Armenianism therefére is Atheism.”— 
And in answer to the objection of the Armeni- 
an, that ‘this doctrine tends to the establish- 
ment of fatality,’ he justly observes, “ Suppo- 
sing it even did, were it not better to be a 
Christian fatalist, than to avow a set of loose 
Armenian principles, which if pushed to their 
natural extent inevitably terminate in the rank- 
est Atheism ? For without predestination there 
can be no Providence, and without Providence 
no God.” ‘This, then, is the conclusion which 
Mr. Toplady draws from the premises of Ar- 
menianism ; and who can draw any othey ? 
But we will not be so unchariteble as Mr. 
Toplady is, in charging the Armegian with 
holding to principles which unavoidably termi- 
nate in the rankest Atheism. We. will admit 
that he does not deny, but acknowledges the 
existence of a God, the maker and governor 
of all things; but if we allow him to be as 
mighty in knowledge and power as Calvin’s 
Moloch, he must bie as cruel. But the Arme- 


But can we draw any | 





worshipped as such. But such a being must 
be the object of the Armenian’s worship; but 
rather than believe in, and worship Calvin’s 
Moloch, he contents himself with saying, our 
God dees not create intelligences with the de- 
We are not 
under the necessity of saying he makes some 
persons on purpose to damn them. He’does 


and then damn them eternally because they 
are thus blinded and hardened. Oh no! he 
makes them, but he does not make them to* 
sin, but to be holy. ’Tis true, he could with 
infinite ease, make them holy and happy, bv 
he chooses to suffer them to goon inam, r * 
work out their own ruin. He coulApeave nd 
vented their ruin—he could have ¢ciuse? 

all tolove him as the law recuiras—f'y* 

he surely desired when he create } 

really wills the salvation of all 7, 

he chooses to suffer them to v 
ruin and be eternally lost ! 
them because he made they 


he had made them, and fr. ° 
he damns them eternal, Pipcwe agape te 
better than Calvinisy,, hp Calvin’s God blinde P 
his children by is awn .will end ‘iain’ 
ment, and then damns them becatise they are 
thus blinded. Moreover, the God of Calvin 
always hate“i some of his children, as: Mr 
Foplady says, “thus the judge will, in the last 
day, declare to those on the left hand, ‘I-never 
knew you,’ (Matt. vii.) i. e. Inever, no, not 
tes int loved, approved, or acknowled- 
ed you for mine ; or i : 
ged y tanh 3 or in other words, I always. 
Not so with the God of the for 
he once loved all his intelligent ore and 
would never have dnigek:: but would have 


ra their own 
«le does not damn 
‘5 Lut becanseafter 
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continued to love them forever ; but since they 
have d his law, he became very 
» and that too ia consequence of the first 
ore. After remaining sometime in this an- 
gry predicament, he at length came to himself, 
and devised a plan whereby his wrath might 
be appeased, and his anger abated. For the 
accomplishment of this object, he assumes the 
name of Son, and suffers those enemies whom 
he hates to take his life and appease his own 
wrath. (We now speak of the God of the 
Trinitarian Armenian.) This being done, he 
now. promises to change back from hatred to 
love, on condition that they will repent and be- 
lieve ; and will damn eternally all those who 
do not repent and believe. Tis true, if they 
repent and believe, it is because he grants them 
faith and repentance ; and when he grants them 
faith and repentance, he then changes from ha- 
ting to loving them. He now loves them as 
well as he did at first; and although he has 
punished himself for the sins of all, and to ap- 
pease his own wrath, yet he cannot give up the 
old grudge—he will not grant them all faith 
and repentance, but will exercise his revenge- 
fal passion in their endless damnation! Were 
we how speaking of the Supreme Being, this 
discription would be blasphemous ; but as we 
are speaking of “‘ gods, partial, changeful, pas- 
sionate, unjust,” we use great plainness of 
speech. 
Some Armenians have asserted, that the 
notion that God foreknows all the wicked acts 
that shall take place from the beginning of 
time to the end of the world, is as vague and 
foolish as it is to suppose he actually designed 
them ; and rather than adopt such a notion con- 
cerning the Deity, they at once deny his fore- 
&nowledge. Present to them his word which 
declares that “known unto God are all his 
works from the foundation of the world.”— 


True, say they, it is said, Known unto God are 
all H1s works; it is His works, not the works 


of wickett men. Then God is ignorant re- 
the sins that mankind shall commit! 
is is sound reasoning, indeed! He must be 
# novice Who does not discover its fallacy.— 
From these principles, God does not know that 
certain ¢vents will take place, because, in 
themselves, they are sinful. The act of sell- 
ing Joseph into Egypt, God did not foreknow, 
because it was wicked. The act of Judas, in 
betraying Christ, was not foreknown by God, 
because it was wicked. All the acts of cruel 
despots, God did not foreknow, because they 
were wicked, notwithstanding ‘he had predict- 
ed the same! If God did not foreknow all 
the wicked acts that were to take plaee, the 
Apostle Peter must have been mistaken, where 
he ‘says, concerning Jesus of Nazareth, “‘ Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
fe ledge of God, ye have taken, and b 
sked hands have crucified and slain.” It 
gamst have been «lie when he says, “For of 





Als 
a truth, against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontins 
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of 
Israel were gathered together, for to do what- 
soever thy hand and thy counsel determined 
before to be done.” 

Now, wherein is the necessity of adopting 
such plans—plans which set bounds to the 
knowledge of Infinite Wisdom? These plans 
are unavoidably adopted to shun the impartial 
grace of God. They set bounds to his mercy, 
to his justice, to his knowledge, and finally, to 
every atiribute which constitutes a being of in- 
finite purity and wisdom. Rather than rob 
the Supreme Being of these excellent attri. 
butes, let me deny his existence: rather than 
worship gods impotent, indifferent, 

“ Partial, changeful, passionate unjust, 

Whose attributes are rage, revenge, and lust,” 
let me hug up cold Atheism. Rather let me 
say with the Atheist, “after death there is 
neither joy nor sorrow,” “a religious teacher 
is therefore unnecessary.” 

But we have a better story to tell ; we have 
something better to believe. We have heard 
enough of the description of gods which ori- 
ginated in heathenism! We have a more sure 
word of prophecy, whereunto we do well to 
take heed. Let us now tur our attention to 
the only living and true God—the God of the 
Universdlist—the Saviour of all men——a Being 
of every possible perfection ;—a Being, whom 
we not only eall Infinite in wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth, but who 
essentialiy isso. Not like the Calvinist, who 
sets bounds to his mercy and goodness—not 
like the Armenian, who circumscribes his wis- 
dom and foreknowledge ; but a Being whom 
we acknowledge infinite in every perfection ; 
who is a Father, a friend, and munificent Be- 
nefactor of the spirits of all flesh. We main- 
tain the Infinite Perfection of the Authour of 
our existence as get forth in the scriptures of 
eternal truth; and he who admits this ass 
truth, establishes beyond the pale of contro- 
versy, the doctrine of, our holy religion, viz— 
“the restitution of all things.”—It cannot be 
avoided. We maintain that God is infinite in 
wisdom, because he is wise to order all events 
tothe praise of his glory, and the best good of 
the Universe ;—that his power is infinite, be- 
cause he is able to accomplish what his soul 
desireth—to work all things after the -counsel 
of his own wil! ;—that he is infinite in holiness, 
because he will make all his intelligent erea- 
tures holy like himself ;—that he is infinite in 
justice, because he will deal justly with all his 
creatures ;—that he is infinite in goodness, be* 
cause he is good to ALL, and his tender mer- 
cies are over al] his works; and infinite in 
truth, because he will not make void that which 
he hath spoken and purposed. 

Having full faith in all these glorious. attri- 
butes of the Deity—having ful] faith that he 
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will eventually cleanse all his intellectual crea- 
tion from every foul stain of corruption, and 
translate them into glorious immortality: hav- 
ing fall confidence in such a Being as the ob- 
ject of our worship and adoration, we cannot 
doubt our own salvation. We can look around 
oa the world of mankind—upon friends gnd 
kindred relations, not as the objects of infinite 
hatred, not as the objects of an angry God 
and cruel destroyer, but as the objects of love, 
as the objects of a paternal friend and everlast- 
ing Benefactor. It we receive the intelligence 
of the sudden death of a friend or relative, 
(whether converted to a peculiar faith or not,) 
who was an object of our affections, we cannot 
sorrow * as those who have no hope” in the im- 

tial goodness of God ; “for if we believe 
that Jesus died for all and rose again for their 
justification, even so, them also which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with him,” to “ be 
ever with the Lord.” Believing, that as in 
Adam all die—all bear the image of the earth- 
ly, evgn so we believe all shall be made alive 


bitted in the person of his Son, when he saith 
to the raging billows, “ peace, be still ;” when 
he saith to the sleeping dead, “ Lazarus, come 
forth!” What better plan could be devised 
by the counsels of infinite Wisdom, *whose 
penetrating eye at one glance comprehends all 
intellectual nature, than the revelation of his 
character and his nature, in the person of his 
Son the man Christ Jesus? Uf the question be 
asked, what is the character of the God of 
nature ; the answer is clearly exhibited in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Whatever character 
was discovered in him, it is the character of 
the great Jehovah ; for in lim [Clirist] dwells 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. “He 
that hath seen me,” saith Christ, “ hath seen 
| the Father.” _ Not he that hath seen my per- 
| son barely hath seen the Father, (for God is a 
| spirit invisible, whom no mortal eye hath seen 
| or can see,) but he that hath seen me in my 

publick ministry—the miracles I have wrought 

—the cures | have performed—the unexam- 
| pled deeds of my benevolence, hath seen the 





in Christ and bear the image of the heavenly. | power, the wisdom, yea the very nature of the 


Viewing our heavenly parent as the ‘Father 
and Friend of all, we can call upon ourselves 


and all our fellow creatures tobe ‘imitators of | 
God as dear children,” having compassion and | 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ’s 
sake, loves and forgives us, having his word to | 
inform us that he is in very deed gocd unto all, ) 
we can rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 


of glory. 
that “‘ God is love,” we have a clear demon- 
stration of this love as exhibitted in the person 


of Jesus Christ, “the image of the invisible | 
' occasion to make an exhibition of his Father’s 


God—the first born,” of or “begotten from 
, = 
the dead” “of every creature.” Oh, how 


good and how glorious is that Being, of whom | 
|in him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead 


the spotless Redeemer is the image! With 


° : - { 
this view of our heavenly Father, what occa- | 
| he not threaten and even inflict, if he was the 


sion for gratitude and rejoicing! Is Christ in 
very deed the image of that Being with whom 
we have ‘to do? If so, how consoling the 
thought! Are the scriptures a record of divine 


truth? If so, how transporting the idea! Did | 
Jesus appear in our world to make known the | 
Surely— | 


character of our heavenly Father ? 
for this end was he born, and for this end he 


came into the world, to bear witness to the | 
make an’exhibition of that wrath? © When he 


truth. He was the image of the invisible 


God, the brightness of his Father’s glory, and | 
Did Jesus | 


the express image of his person. 
show to the world that “God is love,” and that 


he loveth the world ? Yes ; and in commenda- | 
tion of this love he gave his Sen “*a ransom | 


far many”—* for all’””—yea, he tasted death 
for “every man.” He arose for “ our justi- 
fication” —“‘ he ascended on high—led captivi- 
ty captive—reccived gifts for the children of 
men, yea for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
might dwell among them.”’ In him is seen all 
the perfections of that great Being of whom 
he is the express image. His power is exhi- 


In addition to the divine testimony 


| Father. 


If itbe a fact that Jesus Christ is the sent of 
the Father, to bear witness to the truth—if in 
him is seen all the perfections of the Great Su- 
| preme—if in him dwells the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily ; then the conclusion follows 
irresistibly, that the character of Christ, is the 
character of the great Jehovah. 

Did Jesus, while in the flesh, ever manifest 
such @ spirit asis so often ascribed to our hea- 


_ venly Father, that he will immortalize his chil- 


dren and burn them forever?) Had Jesus no 


wrath towards the children of men? When 
he was reviled why did he not revile again, if 
bodily ? When he was persecuted, why did 


express image of God’s person? When his 
own familiar friend lifted up his heel ag@inst 


| him, did he manifest any wrath or retaliation ? 


When his disciple Peter had violated his so- 
lemn , asseveration that he never would deny 
him—when he cursed and swore, saying@d 
know not the man, if he wes the image of 
a wrathful, retuliating God, why did he not 


was betrayed by Judas and delivered into the 
hands of the exetutioners—when all his disci- 
ples forsook him and fled—when he was sen- 
tenced to bear his own ¢ross to the place of 
execution—when he was blindfolded, spit up- 
on, buffeted, smitten with the palms of wick- 
| ed hands, and condemned as a malefactor be- 
| tween two thieves—when the most degrading 

insults were heaped upon him—when ‘the 

thieves that were crucified with him, east the 

same into his teeth; if he then-had power 
| command twelve legions of angels; why did 
‘he not show his Father’s wrath in the destrues 
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tion of his betrayers and murderers. But no ; 
his Father’s love is stronger than death. He 
prays for his murderers, saying, “ Father, for- 
give them for they know not what they do.” 
He now yields up his life, treads the wine- 
press alone, and thus fulfils all righteousness ; 
not to appease or make an exhibition of his 
Father’s wrath, but his love. O what love! 
what an exhibition of love! what an expres- 
sion of the divine character! love unexam- 
pled and unparalleled! love which many wa- 
ters cannot quench nor the floods drown! Well 
might the beloved disciple John affirm, that 
“God is love.” “Herein is love ; not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins ;” “and 
hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us ;”” “and we have 
seen and do testify, that the Father sent the 
Son To BE the Saviour of the world.” When 
we contemplate the wonderful benevolence of 
our heavenly Father, as manifested in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ the Son of his love, we 
would call upon our souls, and all that is with- 
in us to bless and praise his holy name. 
“ Oh how shall words with equal warmth 
‘The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my ravished heart, 
But thou canst read it there.” 

Surely this is life eternal to know the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 
And this is the promise which he hath promi- 
sed us, even eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. Is not such love—the loveof God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord—sufficient to wean 
us from the vices and follies of the world ?>— 
Shall not such a display of God’s goodness, 
lead us to repentance? Reader, whoever you 
are, is your hope and trust in God? Does the 
loveliness of his character, which is exhibited 
in Christ Jesus your Lord, lead you to repent- 
ance? or do you disregard this love and run 
counter to his commands? Do you take his 
worthy name in vain? Do you profess faith 
in the living God as the lover and Saviour of 
all men, and still. indulge yourself in the use 
of profane language? Will you profane his 
worthy name, and trample on his express com- 
mands ? Be entreated by his love, which is 
manifested in Christ Jesus your Lord, to re- 
nounce this evil practice. We will not threaten 
you with the torments of ‘an endless hell ; but 
we will say; that the worthy Being of whom 
we are speaking, declares that he will not hold 
him guililess, that taketh his name in vain.— 
Can you not, by the bowels of his tender com- 
passion, cease to violate his express command: 
« Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain?” Beware, lest he give you 
up to vile affections, to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient. Settle 
itytherefore, in your heart, that they which do 
such things, are worthy of death, that they 
shall not escape the judgement of God ; for he 
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hath declared that such shall receive in “thems 
selves that recompense of their errour which 
is meet.” Let us ever remember, ‘that “he 
that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done ;” that God is “no. re. 
specter of persons ;” that “the wages of sin 
is death ;” that they that sin, must surely re. 
ceive their just wages. “Let no one go beyond 
and defraud his brother in any matter,” by 
putting off the just judgement to a future state, 
expecting therefore that we can do it With im- 
punity, and escape the righteous judgement of 
God by a death-bed repentance, because the 
Lord is the avenger of all such. Let no one 
be deceived; God is not mocked. Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that sliall he also reap. Let 
us ever bear in mind, that the soul that sinneth 
it SHALL die. 

May the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus make us free from the law of sin and 
death. May we be free indeed ; riot, howey- 
er, using our liberty for a cloak of malicious. 
ness, but as the servants of God, walling as 
Christ walked ; imitating him in all his exam- 
ples; extending our helping hand for the re- 
lief of all our needy fellow creatures. Let us 
* walk by the same rule, mind the same thing, 
and thus by well doing, put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men.” ‘And who is he 
that will harm us, if we be followers of that 
whieh is good. But if we suffer for righteous- 
ness’ sake, happy are we. Let us not be afraid 
of their TERROUR, neither let us be troubled. 
Finally, let us all be of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another, love as ‘brethren, be 
pitiful, be courteous, not rendering evil for evil, 
or railing for railing, but contrariwise, blessing. 
For he that will have life and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his ips 
that they speak no guile.” That we may all 
have that faith which works by love and puri- 
fies the heart—love the character of Christ— 
delight in all the privileges of Christianity— 
and live lives of virtue which is true wisdom, 
is the sincere desire and prayer of A.C 
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“* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 





ANSWER 
TO THE REQUEST OF OUR, FRIEND IN CANADA. 

Our friend in Canada, requests us, to explain Luke 
vii. 28, either by some remarks on the passage, or by # 
sermon, Which Jast would be preferable. But after 
duly considering it, we think a sermon unnecessary to 
explain the passage proposed ; and if it is desired that 
the whole subject of Demonology, which the text may 
be considered to involve, should be discussed, one ser¢ 
mon would be found insufficient. Demonology, in all 
its ramifications, has been ably examined by those who 
were capable of doing it justice; and to re-examine 
it, would be only’ to repeat what they havenot only 
said but will say. This apology for not presenting a 
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sermon according to his request, it is hoped, will be 
deemed amply sufficient. 


The subject on which we propose to remark, is one | 


of no great consequence, in itself considered; but is 
deserving serious attention, from the importance which 
many of our brethren attach toit. Mankind have not 
half the interest in ascertaining the existence or char- 


acter of invisible beings, as they have been accustom- | 
This world is at present the scene-of | 
our actions; and wisdom upbraids us “whenever we } 
attempt to roam beyond our province, or labour to be- | 


ed to believe, 


come acquainted with those subjects or beings which 
we have no means of examining. Some things we 


can, and some things we cannot know; and we are far | 
advanced in the acquisition of wisdom when we have | 
learned to trace accurately the line of division. Those | 


things with which we can become acquainted, we 
should study—those with which we cannot, we should 
let alone. 

The view, which people generally take of the text 


under consideration, fully justifies the remarks which | 


we have made. They suppose the personage who be- 
seeches Christ not to torment him, was a being of no 
less importance than his Satanick majesty, or one of his 
aasdciatesz, who had taken up his residence in a human 
body. Now there mey be such a being as Christians 
call the Devil; he may have millions at his command ; 
but we can neither prove nor disprove the supposition. 
We have never seen such a being, nor have we ever 
seen any persons, worthy of credit, who will say that 
THEY have ever seen him; yet to deny his existence, 
would be, in the opinion of some, about the same as 
Atheism ; and to admit it,.is to believe that, which we 
have no evidence to prove true. 

It is admitted the scriptures speak of a devil; but 
upon close examination, it will be found that the being 
of which they speak, is, in general, ouly a bold per- 
tonification of evil, a figure not unfrequently met with, 
in the writings of the Orientals. Sometimes the ex- 


pression, indeed, has reference to real beings, but it 
has been clearly shown, that there is no necessity for 
supposing them to be invisible beings, or to answer, in 
the least, to the very mug¢h venerated personage, whe- 
ther renl or fictitious, which js now-called the devil. 
Whether we are right in this opinion or not, is perfect- | 


lyimmaterial to our present object. For neither the 
text presented, nor its context says any thing about 
suchabeing. True, the term devil is found in the 
translation, but the original word should have been 
rendered demon, and the person spoken of, should have 
been called, “one possessed with demons,” or a “ de- 
moniack,” 

The person spoken of, in the passage which our 
friend requests us to explain, is one who was possessed 
witha demon. Now a demon is something very dif- 
ferent from what Christians itaagine their devil to be. 
Him they deem to have been an angel of light, and, 
for his rebellion, driven by the Almighty out of hea- 
ven, whence he became king of hell. But a demon 
was considered as an intermediate being, a middle na- 


ture between God and man.. Hesiod says the souls of | 


good men were, after death, sje’ to this dignity; and 


Plato, who seems to have perfectly understood this in- 
| tricate subject, says, “ Hesiod, and some other of the 
; poets who advanced the same opinion, had spoken ex- 

cellently well.” In the age of Plato, it was not sup- 
posed that demons had. any thing malignant -in their 
disposition ; but in process of time it was ascertained, 
(1 know not by what means,) that some of these gooil 
demons, knowing that good men would, after death, be 
raised to the same station, and fearing that they would 
rival then in dignity and happiness, were filled with 
envy, and, to prevent what they feared, entered into 
the bodies of men and vexed them with a variety of 
diseases, Hence demons were divided into two classes, 
the one good and the other bad. 

A demon may be defined to be the spirit of a dead - 
man. A demoniack, or a person who is said to be pos- 
sessed with the devil, is one, who, according to the 

| opinion of the Jews and of several other nations, was 
| supposed to be possessed or troubled with one or more 
| of the spirits of dead men. The question naturally 
occurs—were they correct in this supposition? What 
_ appears most reasonable to offer in answer to this ques- 
| tion, is, that the persons who held this idea, were mis- 
taken, and that the persons called demoniacks, were 
mad men, epileptick, insane or melancholy. We learn 
from physicians, that the demoniacks exhibited all the 
symptoms that persons commonly do when affected 
with these diseases, without any supposed influence of 
any spiritual agency. The most natural~conelusion, 
then, is, that these persons, or demoniacks as they were 
called, were persons diseased, but the ignorance of the 
peaple led them to ascribe that which might doubtless 
have heen accounted for on physical principles, to su- 
| pernatural agency. If it be alledged, that Christ and 
| his apostles call them demoniacks, and speak of expel- 
| ling the demons, we answer, they used the names they 
| found appropriated by their countrymen to certain dis- 
eases, in the same manner as physicians now speak of 
* lunaticks,” or persons affected by the moon, of St. 
Authony’s Fire, and of St. Vitus’ Dance, though it be 
well known that the causes of these diseases are very 
different from those supposed when these names were 





i 


| adopted. 
| “The two Gadarenes, Matt. v. 8, of whom only 
oue is mentioned by Mark v. 2,and by Luke in the 
| passage we are considering, were doubtless deranged 
| persons or madmen. They were impressed with the 
idea, that there were within them innumerable spirits 
of dead men. They accordingly. dwelt amid the sep- 
| ulchres of the buried, went naked, were ungoverna- 
ble, cried aloud, beat themselves, and attacked those 
who passed by. Such things are charagcteristick of 
| madmen. The great power which one of them pos- 
sessed, and which enabled him to burst asunder bonds 
| and chains, is not unfrequently witnessed. in persons 
| who have lost theirreason. Both Mark, chap. wv, 15, 
and Luke, chap, vii, 35, mention, that the Gadarenes 
found this demeniack, afier he had been restored by 
Jesus, in his right mind; which is a clear intimation 
that he was previously destitute of reason. 
“It is true these men address Jesus as the Son oF 
| Gop, that is the Messiah, and ask him not {o torment 
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them; but this circumstance can be accounted for on: 
the supposition, that they had heard, as they undoubt- 
edly had, in those lucid intervals which are granted to 
many insane persons, that Jesus, whose fame, we learn 
from Matt. iv. 24, had already extended as far as Syria, 
was regarded as the Messiah. 


“They evidently betray their insanity by saying | 


they were devils without number, and by beseeching 


Jesus not to drive them into the sea, but to permit | 


them to enter into a herd of swine which were feed- 
ing near. Certainly none but the professed advocates 


of real demoniack possession, would suppose, that an | 


actual demon or devil would select such a habitation 
as that.”* But it is said they entered into the swine, 
and the swine ran down a steep place into the lake cud 
were choked in the waters. But this is not to be too 
literally interpreted. The usvs loquendi attributed to 
the supposed demons whatever the demoniacks done 
themselves. 
the persons deranged, asked permission to enter the 
swine, and being permited, they ran towards or among 


the swine; theswine, which are timid animals, seeing | 


persons of such a singular character running towards 
them, were frightened, and fled to the sea where ma- 
ny of them pershed. Here were no spirils to enter 
the swine, but the demoniacks themselves ran into the 
herd—this was what produced the destruction of the 
swine, or atleast we think this a rational interpreta- 
tion. 

The request of this madman, that Christ would not 
torment him, is easily understood on the same general 
principle. The request was not made by the devil but 
by the person deranged. He made his request, proba- 
bly, according to some previously imbibed notion, or 
according to some imaginary torment to which he sup- 
posed himself destined. 

The reverence paid to Jesus by some of these de- | 
moniacks can be accounted for, or it is nothing more 
than may be elsewhere found. 
instances in which insane persons have showa a parti- 
cular respect for certain individuals, and readily yield- | 
e@obedience to their commands. cre 

It is alledged, that these persons acknowledged | 
themselves to be possessed with these spirits; but we 
ask, in reply, what better could we expect from mad- 
men? 
not more singular, than that persons should, almost | 


There are not wanting 


That they should make such expressions, is 


within our own memory, acknow!gilge themselves to 
be witehes. 
It is also admitted that 
Shrist cofgymands the demon to depart; but this, we 
mav suppose, he spoke partly to the person diseased, 


sion and not to be relied on. 


and partly to engage the attention of the bysstanders, 


-and to fix their eyes‘on the miracle he was about to 


perform. 

THe amount of the passage we are requested to ex- 
‘plain, is simply this, the Gadarene was a madman; 
but he knew Jesus when he passed by. and requested | 


him nofte torment him. But having imbibed the no- 


tien that his ‘affliction was occasioned by demoniacal 


*See Jobn’s Biblical Archacalogy, Sec. 195. 


Hence, the demoniacks themselves, or | 


In both cases it is the- language of delu- | 
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possession, a notion which was then very prevalent, 
he speaks and act: as a man might be supposed to get 
and speak, while under the influence of such ap ig. 
pression. Jesus restored him to his right mindwithout 
contradicting the notion of demoniacal agency Orin. 
Such, to 
us appear to be the probabilities of the case before yy, 


flaming the prejudices of his countrymen. 


Those Who are not satisfied with this sclution, may 
consult ‘Thompson’s systematical Theology, and able 
work. 


—197. 


See vii. John’s Biblical Archacalogy, Sec, 192 
Also, Farmer on the Demoniacks of the Ney 
Testament. O A.B 
[ee cee aa] 


A LETTER PROM THE EDITOR, 
Philadelphia, June 6, 1828, 

Br. Brownson—After taking leave of yo 
and other friends at Auburn, and commencing 
4 a a > sd 
my journey, I have witnessed the usual strange 
things to be found in this strange world, per- 
taining to the little portion of it through which 
[ have passed. Such competition, and oppo- 
sition, and contention, as is found at the-seye- 
ral places on the way, is enough to perplex 
one’s very soul. Before y ea , 
ne’s very soul. efore you have time to get 
fairly out of the stage you are beset by some 
fifteen or twenty “runners,” who, like so ma- 
ny highwaymen will compel you to stand still 
or do worse. ‘“ Will you take the stage, sir”— 


| vociferates one—*The Packet is more safe, 


convenient, and expeditious,” says another~ 
and soon to the endof the chapter! “Bless 
my soul”’—said a fellow passenger whose brains 
for aught I know, had been turned by the ever- 
lasting importunities of the agents and runners 
of the different lines of stages and boats—“ bless 


| my soul—what shall we dowhen the ‘piety 


line’ gets started!” This brings to mind a fact, 
whtich I will state for the benefit of the reader. 
In travelling from Auburn to Philadelphia, a 
distance of between four and five hundred 
miles, the subject of the New line of Ortho- 
dox stages being frequently brought up, I have 
not found one to advocate the measure. It is, 
almost without exceptio&, a butt of ridicule; 
and if I am not gro“’y deceived, the proprie- 
tors of the “« Concern” will find to their sor- 
row that their plan will be abortive. 

There never was a time when so much con- 
tention about religion existed in this country a8 
at the present. Almost every denomination is 
now divided into parties. The Epis¢opalians 
have their “high church” and their “low 
church” parties—the Presbytevians have their 
Finneyites and their Beacherites—the Baptists 
have their missionary, and anti-missionary folks 
and, to cap the climax, the Frrennps ‘are all 
by the ears. This city is in an uproar about 
recent transactions among that peaceful people. 
Day before yesterday several prominent mem- 
bers of the society, were taken to gaol fora 
pretended breach of the peace, which consist- 


| ed, simply, in taking possession of a certain 


burying ground belonging to them. They were 





required to give bail, but with characteristick 
firmness, they refused, and are now confined. 
I had the curiosity to visit them, and beheld, 
for the first time, a ‘‘ Friend,” in prison ! 

The cause of Truth is doing well in this 
city. On Monday evening last, Lattended the 
ordination of Br. 'T. Fisk, at the Lombard-st. 
Church, and never have | witnessed any cere- 
mony of the kind so peculiarly appropriate, 
solemn and interesting. Our venerable brother 
H. Ballou, of Boston, delivered the discourse, 
which is* now in ‘press, and will shortly be 
published. The auditory was very numerous 
and highly respectable—the singing of the 
frst rate. Long will the day be remembered 
by the people of this city. I send you the or- 
derof service, with the original hymn compo- 
sed by Br. H. Ballou for the occasion, which is 
as follows : 

ORDER OF SERVICE, 
HYMN—PRAYER—ANTHEM. 
Sermon,.by the Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, 

ANTHEM—ORDAINING PRAYER—CHARGE. 

Right hand of Fellowship by Rev. L. S. Everett, 
of Auburn, New York. 
ORIGINAL HYMN, COMPOSED BY REV. H. 


SUPPLICATION. 


Indulgent God, accept this youth, 
Devoted now to thee ; 

And, by the light of grace and truth, 
Direct his ministry. 


BALLOU. 


Of Christ, in meekness, may he learn 
His duty to fulfil ; 

And may it be his great concern 
To know, and do thy will. 


To him impart the pow’r to win 
Transgressors to thy law ; . 

And from the shades of death and‘sin 
The ransom’d captives draw. 


From creeds of men, to gospel truth, 
May his persuasion,bring 

Both honour’d age and lovely youth, 
Salvation’s praise to sing. 


Be thou, O God, his firm support 
Against reproach and scorn ; 

And may the tongue of good report 
His future days adorn. 


From vile temptation’s fatal lure, 
His cautious footsteps free ; 

And may he‘to the end endure 
Acceptable to thée. 


BENEDICTION. 
4s I hope soon to return, I forbear giving 


tithe particulars. I feel confident, that a 
Moris opened which no man can shut, and 
at TruTH will demolish the errours of man- 
indere long, and triumphantly prevail thro’- 
at our land, L. 8. Evererr. 
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SELECTIONS. 
FEMALE INFLUENCE, 

It is truly surprising that, amid all that has 
been said, and written, and done, to suppress 
intemperance, -so little aid has been solicited, 
of the female sex. ‘This cannot have arisen 
from any doubt of their willingness, or con- 
temptuous estimate of their influence; nor 
from a belief that they have no immediate in- 
terest in the extirpation of this destroyer of ha- 
man happiness. Nothing is more evident than 
the fact, that females hold as strong a control 
over the habits and morals of the community 
as the masculine—nay, that they are capable © 
cf surpassing its utmost sway. ‘They have not 
only the privilege of imbuing the minds of 
children with the choicest sentiments of vir- 
tue,—moulding them by unwearied assiduity 
into whatever shape, or impressing them with 
whatever image they please ; bat they exercise, 
at a later period, over youth, and manhood, and 
old age, a spell which is hard to be broken. 
They have merely to will it—not by any arbi- 
trary mandate, of the assumption of power—— 
but by the irresistible force of their sweet el- 
oquence—by the unceasing remonstrances of 
filial love and parental affecti#®n—by the ten- 
der supplications of hearts bound up in the 
welfare of husband, or child, or brother—and 
the decanter will no longer dishonor the side- 
board, nor the demijohn occupy the closet. 
It cannot be asserted with too much earnest- 
ness, that the use of ardent spirits maybe over- 
come in every family, and driven from. every 
dwelling, by the judicious exercise of female 
influence. The ‘struggle, perhaps, may be 
protracted for months and years; but the probe 
ability is, that it will be short—and the certain- 
ty, that it will prove victorious. 

And who, it may be asked, are more deep- 
ly interested in the overthrow of intemperance 
than females? Who are so often the inno- 
cent, unoffending, heart broken victims of its 
wrath ? Whose happiness is so often wreck- 
ed upon its treacherous shoal, or whelmed in 
its fiery flood, by entwining it around an indi- 
vidual who after wedlock combines in his char- 
acter the sot with the husband? A drunkard— 
unconnected by any ties, and alone in his in- 
iquity —is a pest and burden to society ; a poi- 
soner of joy wherever he moves ; the enemy of 
virtue, and the brutal assailant of helplessness. 
But wedded to a woman whom he has promis- 
ed, under an obligation the most solemn and 
bind:ng, to honour, cherish and protect— a wo- 
man, whose spirit, like the sensitive plant; 
droops at the slightest touch of violence, and 
whose affections are of such a nature, that 
though they cannot be uprooted by the blasts 
of adversity, yet they but create aliment for 
grief—-what can be more unnatural in its na- 
ture, or affecting in its aspect, or terrible in 
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its consequence, than such a union? We 
may canvass the world for victims of woe—go 
down into the solitude of the dungeon, where 
the light of heaven has never gladdened the 
eye of the prisoner, nor its pure air entered to 
relieve his jaboured breath—accurately mea- 
sure the sufferings of those who bleed un- 
der the lash of the tasx-master, or groan un- 
der the iron bondage of oppression—but where 
shall one be found, deserving more commiser- 
ation than the female who is doomed to waste 
an existence with a drunken husband ? Whose 
fate can be more dreadful—whose agony more 
intense—whose hope more desperate? What 
horrour! to live through life with a monster, 
whose heart is filled with bitterness, whose 
“lips with cursing !—with a wretch, sunk below 
the brute creation in his uncleanly habits and 
outrageous conduct—possessing the obtuseness 
of an ass without his instinct—lost to every 
thing-ennobling, beautiful and glorious—hav- 
ing vitality enough to signify existence, with- 
out the consciousness of accountability to God 
or man! And yet, what number of helpless 
forlorn wives, in every village andtown and 
city, are pining under this accursed connex- 
ion ! 
We cannot but express our surprise, there- 
fore, assimilated as is domestic enjoyment with 
a temperate household, that appeals to the fe- 
males of our country, soliciting their co-opera- 
tion in the work of reform, are so unfrequent. 
We know, indeed, that they have not been en- 
tirely forgotten—-that they have occasionally 
occupied a place in the various essays and ad- 
dresses which have been published upon the 
subject of intemperance ; but, in view of what 
they are capable of accomplishing, and of their 
ithmense influence over the habits of men, 
they have not receiveda due share of atten- 
tion. 

A full and proper exercise of their power is 
desirable, as well to promote their dearest in- 
terests as the welfare of others. There may be 
found, even in their own circles, much room 
for improvement in the use of stimulating 


drink? and a tippling woman, of all specta- | 


cles in the world, is the most abhorrent. But 
we waive the occasional appearance of this 
vice among the degraded of their number, to 
impress upon them, as a beautiful body, the 
proximity which exists between its declension 
and their future welfare. The stigma of drunk- 
enness has never fastened upon their general 
character ; yet, is it not to b2 apprehended, 
that, by perpetuating the custom of presenting 
refreshments to visiters in the morning and af- 
ternoon, and circulating intoxicating liquors 
in social parties, in the most captivating forms, 
they are doing more to uphold the cause of in- 
temperance than its openly avowed votaries ? 
They hava erred, and still continue to err, in 
esteeming this an act of friendship and hospi- 
tality. 


. . “ee , a 
is considered a badge of gentility. It creates 
no virtuous esteem, though many “imagine jt 
will purchase ‘ golden opinions” of one’s own 
politeness. It argues nothing of wealth, be. 
cause cordials and spirits are cheaper thay 
bread-stuff.— National Philanthropist. 
Pr in) 
From the Cayuga Patriot. 

With all due humility, and reverence for superioy 
powers and combinations, we ** re-publish” the follow. 
ing article; the more readily as our interests are ¢j. 
rectly appealed to; as we are cautioned to notice which 
way the wind blows, and “ which side will ULT]- 
MATELY gain a glorious and decisive VICTORY.” 
and as we shall “ be known by the COMPANY we keep, 
und by the articles. we publish or re-publish.” Now 
these consideratiots are very cogent, and may be de. 
nominated the carnal weapons of religious warfare, 
Neutrality is not to be permitted. “ All editors of 
newspapers” must come out and take sides with the pi. 
ous or be cast off with the wicked ; they must choos 
whether they will “ serve the God of Heaven, of tru, 
and of the Sabbath, or the proprietors of the Old Line.” 





It forrs no part of gentility, though it | 


The people must be persuaded that the Creator of the 
universe is engaged in running a line of stages! and 
that they are bound to patronize Him in preference 
to the “ proprietors of the Old Line.” 

We will not proceed. We are too much disgusted 
with language so presumptuous towards Deity, ands 
insulting to the publick, to make farther comment. 

From the Rochester Observer of May 23. 

To all Editors of Papers in the United States.—Gen- 
| tlemen, 1 have a few words to say on one point. You 
| are free and voluntary agents, and have a right to your 
| choice; being responsible, for the exercise of this right, 
not to man, but to God, who made you free ; and itis 
not in the power of men (even the Almighty does not 
| exercise such a power) to coerce that choice. “The 
| Christian publick, your friend, says, * let your presses 

be free and unhampered.” NOW you are, each of you 
| and all of you, called on THIS DAY, this period, di 
| tinguished for efforts to do good, to“ choose whomye 
will serve,” whether ye will serve the God of Heaven, 
of truth, and of the Sabbath, or “ the proprietors of the 
Old Line,” and all their companions in transgressién 
on the Sabbath, in Stage, Canal, or Steam-Boat move- 
ments. You caf easily make a choice and decide this 
question; because you are not at a loss to know whom 
you love best, your Creator, or Sabbath-breaker. 
You can also tell which side has the MAJORITY A 
servants—you can tell on which side the truth is—al 
| FURTHERMORE, you can tell. if you believe the Bible, 
which side will ULTIMATELY gain a decisive al 
glorious VICTORY which will be for the gloryd 
God, and to the immortal honour of the VICTORS: 
| In this srRUGGLE, you will be known by the com 
PANY you keep, and by the articles you publish ort 
publish. If you are the friends of the Redeemer, aod 
i not ashamed to own him, you will consecrate yout 
presses to the Lord, to truth, and righteousness ; but 
i if you are not, “ choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve.” —Anud, if you please, let the choice be registered 
in your columns, and not for this world only, but also 
for eternity. ‘Think not, that this and other 
questions which have been thrown out before the p¥ 
lick, will be sPEEDILY withdrawn—that you need 
nothing, but remain neutral—I tell you nay—the que 
tion will not be withdrawn, till the objects _achich 
CHRISTIANS AIM AT, 1s accomplished ; for F de 
firmly trust in the Almighty, that he has called a few 
and will yet call a vast many more, to put their tg 
the plough who will not look back—and if so, then ® 
must become an ALL-ABSORBING MATTER. 
JOSHUA. 
The following shows the kind of treatment th 
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ali classes of society, and all sects of religionists, and 
« all editorsy@f papers,” are to receive if they do not 
readily submit, after receiving fair warning,” to their 
religious task-masters. They are to be classed with 
* gwindlers,” “ rogues,” and “ dancing-masters.”— 
Kindness aud persuasion are no longer tu be resorted 
toin effecting religious objects. .But men are to be 
affected by their pecuniary ibterests; their business is 
to be injured and their characters stigmatized and 
slandered, till they become pliant and submissive to 
the keepers of their consciences. Nothing is more 
plain than that a crisis is approaching, which should 
be promptly met by all the friends of civil and reli- 
gious liberty. ‘he grand question to be decided, is, 
whether our free citizens are to be compelled to reli- 


gious observances, by pecuniary combingtions? Whe- | 
ther there is to be an established religion, or the rights | 


of conscience are to be protected? ‘I'he stage business 
is the * Pioneer” to other and bolder plans for control- 
ling men’s religion, by affecting their business and 
pecuniary interests, 
dominion over the rights and consciences of our citi- 
zens. 


From the same.as above, 


“ Honour to whom honour.” —I wish, Mr. Editor, to | 


caution the Christian community, the friends of 
Christ and of the Sabbath, not to lavish their terms 
of respect on those to whom those terms are not due. 
If this caution is not observed, we give influence to 
thoee who make a wrong use of it.— Let me not, I 


pray you, accept any man’s person, neither let me | 


give flattering titles unto man—F ur I know not to give 
flattering titles ; in so doing my Maker would soon take 
meaway.”’ (Job.)—It is too often and incautiously 
sid of the proprietors of the Old Line—“very re- 
seelable gentlemen.” For what are they :espectat le? 
«They have property.".—SO HAVE SWINDLERS 
“They have good manners.”—-So have ROGUES 
ad DANCING MASTERS. 
honest and enterprizing.” So are the most- of men at 
thisday who bow down themselves and worship the 
godof this world. Buthave they PIETY? Are we 
required to LOVE and RESPECT them, as Christ- 
ians do one another ?—NO : because they disobey the 
commands of Christ, who says, “he that loveth me, 
keepeth my commandments.” Shall, then. we respect 
whom God does net respect?— Shall we honour Sab- 
bath-breakers—the disobedient in heart and praciice— 
the enemies of God—who, after receiving a FAIR 
WARNING, still persist in being mone Y-MAKING 
wen, on the holy Sabbath? If, therefore, your read- 
ers would obtain the favour ot God, or that of GOOD 
MEN, they must be separate from Sabbath-break- 
ers, for * the Sabbath is an institution essential to the 
best interests of society.” “Come out from among 
them and be ye separate.” 
7 


The constitution, addresses, and proceedings of 
“The general Union for promoting the observance of 
the Sabbath,” have lately made their appearance. 
This formidable association was lately got up in the 
aly. of N.York, and has been usbered before the public 
Witha great flourish of trumpets, appearing as they 
intimate, with such force and number “that if a 
ciunter current cannot instantly be formed,” their 
tllack will be irresistible.—The society has obviously 
pat forth their whole strength for the purpose of giv- 
0g a sudden impulse to this irresistible “ current,” 
~ind have laboured specially to gloss over what they 
‘pear to have been conscious constituted a funda- 
Mental and fatal objection to the first principle on 

‘aich their whole system in based, viz. The inculca- 
fn of what is properly and exclusively a matter of 

ience by pecuniary considerations and “carnal 
weapons.” How well they have succeeded, let the 


The stopping point is absolute | 


* They are punctual | 


following inconsistent aud contradictory positions ex- 
tracted from their constitution and address, answer. 

The third article of this Constitution and address 
reads thus ;-— 

Art. 3. As the weapons of the Christian warfare 
are not carnal, but spiritual, the means employed by 
this Society for effecting their design, shall be exclu- 
sively the influence of personal example and persua- 
| sion, with arguments drawn from the oracles of God, 
from the existing laws of our country, and appeals to 
the consciences und hearts of men. 

The 6th article contains the following engagements : 
“That we will, as circumstances admit, encourage 
and give a preference to those lines of conveyance 
whose owners do not employ them on.the Sabbath.” 

And this address ayows the prineiple and means 
by which they make “appeal to the consciencés and 
hearts of men” in the foliowing terms :— 
| With respect tothe regulation of our patronage 
| in favour of those who observe the Sabbath,we act-upon 
the principle that we have a right to do what we will 
with our own, and it is done! By the grace of God, 
the Jdembers of this Unton will exercise their right: of 
| properly, for the preservation of the Sabbath, of their 
families and their beloved country, unangered and un- 
awed.” 

After reading these contradictory positions it can 
| hardly be necessary to call upon these Reverend and 
| Honourable gentlemen to answer the arguments and 
remonstrances of others against this scheme. But let 
them in the first place at least reconcile their own. 

Oneida Observer. 
ITS OE SS 

FUNERAL SERMON OF DR. PRIESTLEY. 

On the déath of Dr. Priestley, his brother 
Timothy, of London, a clergyman of very dif- 
ferent religious sentiments, preached a funer- 
al sermon for him, in which he said, * Curi- 
osity has brought numbers to hear what I say 
of his eternal state."T'hiis I say, not one in 
heaven, noron the road to that happy world 
will be more glad to find him there, than my- 
| self. When | consider that the praise of glory. 
| of free grace, is that which God principally 

designs, and that we find in divine revelation, 

some of the chiefest offenders have been s.ng- 
led out and made monuments of mercy, such 
as Manasseh, Paul, and others; and alsothat 
| He who can create the world in a moment, 
| and raise the dead in the twinkling of an eye, 
can make a change in any man in one mo- 
| ment; here, and here alone are founded my 
hopes.” 








BE. SWIFT TO HEAR, SLOW TO SPEAK, 

When we are in eompany of sensible men 
we ought to be doubly cautious of talking too 
much, lest. we lose two good things: their 
good opinions, and our improvement ; and dis- 
close one thing. which had better have been 
kept concealed : our self-sufficiency ; for what 
we have to say we know, but what they have 
to say we know not. 
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ADDRESS TO THE DEITY. 
Almighty. Parent, by whose wise command 
‘The seasons roll, and order reigns afar ; 
Who made the air, the ocean and the land, 
And gave a splendour to each twinkling star. 


Throughout creation is thy power displayed ; 
Allereatures bear the impress of thy skill: 

By thee were nature’s firm fouadations laid, 
And all obey thy changeless sovereign will. 


From thee, the peerless monarch of the day, 
(Rolling amidst the shining spheres afar,) 

Sorrows bis splendour and receives his ray, 
And@ridés triumphant in his glittering car. 


Heaven, earth and seas, with all their various train, 
Coufess thy wisdom and thy matchless power ; 

Unnumbered orbs proclaim thy boundless reign, 
And speak thy constant goodness every hour. 


But map, on whom thy image is impress’ 
Tie noble product of thy sovereign hand ; 

With moral freedom and with reason bless’d, 
Iz made the subject of thy wise command. 


His mind is form’d to take a broad survey 

Of all thy works, through nature’s ample round ; 
To hail thy smiles at every opening day, 

And praise thy wonders in the abyss profound. 


To nobler heights his thinking soul aspires, 
Sublimer joys that nature’ can supply,— 

°Tis God, alone, can fill his vast desires, 
And crown his hopes with endless bliss on high. 


Infinite FOUNT, of wisdom, love, and power,— 
Be all our hearts devoted to the praise : 

May pure, obedient love fill ev’ry hour, 
Through the short remnant of our fleeting days. 


And when the sun of life, with sure decline, 
Shall mark the period of all mortal things ; 
May we, with all the Ransom’d, rise and shine 
in the fair palace of the KING of kings. 
SUE ee 
From the Universalist Magazine. 
JUVENILE THOUGHTS. 
I would not give my humble home, 
Its calm repose, its balmy peace, 
For lofty hall or gilded dome, 
Or all the pride and pomp of dress. 


I] would not give the sweet content 

That fills my breast in evening hour, 
For length of days in pleasure spent, 

Or culling sweets from beauty’s bower, 


I would not give the holy zeal, 
That steals upon my glowing breast, 
When humbly down in prayer [ kneel, 
Before the coming hour of rest,— 


To Wear a princely diadem ; 
Although the bright and glittering ray 
Of diamond and of costly gem, 
Like sun-beams round my head should play. 


The palace must in ruin fall, 
The hand of time will lay it low, 

And through the once proud gorgeous hall, 
The winds of heaven uncheck’d will blow. 


The rose of pleasure leaves a thorn 
That rankles in the victiin’s soul, 

And beauty, bright as summer morn, 
Must fade in death,—life’s silent goal, 








Vain man may vaunt and swell with pride, 
Soon will the wrecks of mortal power 
Lay with their masters, side by side. 


Bat He whose footstool is the earth, 

Who holds the tempest in his hand, 
Who gave to lowly man his birth, 

And shed forth light with one command ; 


When worlds in desolation he, - 
And fainting nature sinks in night, 
Shall reign in glorious majesty, 
O’er saints ubove, in realms of light. §&, 
eR RCE a 
LAMENT OF PERICLES. 
Pericles, who felt proud te boast of having lost his _ 
nearest relation without betraying any outward sign of 
grief, yielded at length to its impulse, when custom 
required him to crown his dead son (the last of his 
race) with a wreath of flowers. 
My son, my son, and must I twine 
‘These flowers around thy brow ? 
Oh, fate, thou dost a task assign, 
Of mournful import now; 
He, who was proud a tearless eye 
Tu every ill to keep, 
Had rarely given to grief a sigh— 
Is dvom’d at length to weep. 


F.§ 


I’ve seen the friends of early years, 
Through fell disease, grow pale ; 

I’ve mark’d around me others’ tears 
Tell death’s unwelcome tale ; 

These have I steel’d my warriour heart 
‘To meet unbent, unbroke, 

And deem’d it mark’d a Grecian’s part 
To bear affliction’s yoke. 


Alas! my son, of by-gone bliss, 
Fach flower tells far too mucl:; 
That ouce allur’d thy infant kiss, 
And this thy fairy touch ; 
Ah, then L hoped my boy would weave 
The funeral wreath for me ; 
And little deem'd a day like this 
I e’er should live to see. 


Oh thou the last of a lov’d race, 
Which awoke a father’s tears, 

In giving thee this sad embrace, 
I feel the grief of years; 

Ah, where is now the boasted pride 
My heart was wont to shrine ? 

It fled, when thou, my best hope died, 
And shall no more be mine. 

OEUe CEO 


THE SKY-LARK. 
The Sky-lark, when the dews of morn 
Hang tremulous on flower and thorn, 
And violets round his nest inhale 
Their fragrance on the early gale, 
‘l'o the first sunbeam spreads his wings, 
Buoyant with joy, and soars, and sings. 


He rests not on the leafy spray, 

To warble his exulting lay, 

But high above the morning cloud 
Mounts in triumphant freedom proud, 
And swells, when nearest to thesky, 
Ilis notes of sweetest ecstacy. 


Thus, my Creator! thus the more 
My spirit’s wiag to Thee can soar, 
‘The more she triumphs to behold 
Thy love in all thy works unfold, 
And bids her hymus of raptare be 
Most glad, when rising most to Thee ! 
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